Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Greek Publications

Greek Life

Fall 1997

Greek Column, 1997 Fall (2/2)
Eastern Illinois University. Interfraternity Council
Eastern Illinois University. Panhellenic Council

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/greek_pubs
Recommended Citation
Eastern Illinois University. Interfraternity Council and Eastern Illinois University. Panhellenic Council, "Greek Column, 1997 Fall (2/
2)" (1997). Greek Publications. 9.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/greek_pubs/9

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Greek Life at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Greek Publications by an
authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

CHAPTER REPO~cilli~
MELONFEST EQAUTES TO 2,000 LB. DONATION
John Jakelja, Lambda Chi Alpha

The Phi Alpha Zeta chapter of Lambda Chi Alpha
kicked off the semester with a bang by sponsoring our
first annual Watermelon Fest. This year's Watermelon
Fest consisted of watermelon games played between the
sororities. The fest ended by crowning Jen Slavinski of
Alpha Phi as the first annual Watermelon Fest queen,
and the women of Delta Zeta receiving the traveling
trophy as the overall Watermelon Fest winners. Fun
was had by all during the event.
We were able to raise six hundred dollars for the
Charleston Food Pantry during the event. This six
hundred dollars was converted to over 2,000 lbs. of
food for our annual North American Food.
On the morning of November 1, 1997, the Lambda
Chi's, with a combined total from Watermelon Fest,
were able to raise 7450 lbs. for the Charleston Food
pantry. This was almost double from what we donated

last year. We owe the increased poundage to the success
of our Watermelon Fest. The men of Lambda Chi
Alpha would like to thank all the sororities who
competed and look forward to an even bigger and better
Watermelon Fest for the Fall of 1998!

AIA V-Edl 1-t~~ R~ F~(-t~~ ~
Amy Striblen, Alpha Sigma Alpha

Earlier this fall semester, the women of Alpha Sigma
Alpha hosted their annual Side-Out with the Alphas
volleyball tournament. This tournament was open to all
the fraternity men who wished to play. This year, the
games were played differently from the previous years.
Instead of the best out of three
games, the guys only got to
play for a limited time of
twenty minutes and it was
single elimination.
This
year's winners were the men
of Delta Chi! This is the
second year the women have
chose a Side-Out Stand-Out.
This year's winner was
Pinakin (Pin) Amin.
Like every year, the guys
had to pay an entry fee which included a Side-Out shirt.
The money that was raised in the tournament went to the
Alpha Sigma Alpha Foundation and the S. June Smith
Center. The Alpha Sigma Alpha Foundation promotes

and underwrites educational projects, such as: The
Emma Coleman Frost Leadership Development
Institutes, workshops and seminars to provide additional
and larger financial support for the philanthropic goals
of a sorority.
The S. June Smith
Center was founded in
1965 and it provides
programs
of
early
intervention to meet the
needs of infants and preschool children with
developmental
delays.
We are pleased to say
'V~tt.e-_.,t~tt
that
we raised enough
r~ ...,,.,~..,.._.e-,.,l,
money to send to all of
these foundations. The
women of Alpha Sigma Alpha would like ·to say a
special thank you to the guys who helped make this
possible. We hope you had ~ and we hope to see
you out there next year.
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TO BE ·INSTALLED ON EASTERN'S CAMPUS
Jennifer Brdlik, Kappa Delta Chapter President

During the weekend of December 6th, the Delta
Beta Chapter of Kappa Delta will be officially
chartered at EIU. This is going to be an exceptionally
exciting festivity, considering that this year is Kappa
Delta's centennial. In light of how special this
occasion is, many National Officers including
National President Elizabeth Wibker and National
Vice-President of Membership Julie Johnson will be
attending our initiation and installation.
Initiation will be held on Saturday, December 6th at
the St. Charles Catholic Church in the Fellowship
Hall. Following initiation, a province party hosted by

Delta 5i9 (elebrates

the Kappa Delta chapters from the University of
Illinois at Champaign/Urbana, Illinois Wesleyan
University, Albion College and Northwestern
University will also be held at the church. Installation
weekend will be brought to a close on Sunday,
December 7th with an installation brunch at the
Worthington Inn.
The ladies of Kappa Delta are incredibly excited
about joining the Greek community at Eastern and
would like to thank the Greek community and all
other recognized student organizations for the warm
welcome they have given us.

35 Years at EIU

Alan Roth, Delta Sigma Phi Public Relations Chair

This year, the Delta Psi Chapter of Delta Sigma Phi
has had several exciting new events. A volleyball
tournament was sponsored as part of the Panther
Preview freshman orientation, and we have had some
fresh ideas for our new members.
The second week of school, we held our ftrst annual
Delta
Sigma Phi-Carman
Hall
Volleyball
Toumament. The tournament was organized under
the Panther Preview and was designed to help
freshmen have some fun and orient them to college
life. We had sixteen women's teams and ten men's
teams, each consisting of four to six players. · We
have eleven area sponsors, with some donating prizes
and other joining us to give away soda and pizza.
HOT 104.3 radio station came out to provide us with
music. Because the volleyball tournament was such
success, is going to become an annual event.
This year, the Delta Psi chapter is holding three
separate pledge classes. We initiated sixteen quality
men in the fust pledge class and have three more set
for the second class, which will go active sometime in
the spring semester. The Gamma Alpha pledge class
made a trip to the Fox Ridge Challenge Trail this fall.
The trip helped teach teamwork and build a strong
unity within the pledge class. They also make a trip
to Six Flags as their fund raiser, making over six
hundred dollars for our chapter.
Our chapter has adopted a rigorous academic
program, too. For the executive board and new

members, a minimum 2.5 GPA is required. We have
established study hours Sunday through Thursday
from 7 - 10 p.m. in a room reserved for our chapter in
Coleman Hall. Our test study ftles have been recently
updated in an effort to allow our brothers to better
prepare for exams.
The Delta Sigs also sponsored "DUI-Can You Beat
It?" and "Fatal Vision Goggles" during alcohol
awareness week. Four brothers who participated in
the DUI program to see how high their blood alcohol
content was after drinking. An officer from the
University Police Department came to conduct the
sessions, and he was very informative in answering
our questions.
Furthermore, we also celebrated our 35th
anniversary on Eastern' s campus. We had a banquet
in the University Ballroom the Friday before
Homecoming, and we were delighted to have
National President Jon Hockman come to speak to us.
Regional Leadership Consultant Randy Peterson and
several other important faculty were in attendance,
along with current brothers and alumni.
The Delta Psi Chapter has had a good year this far,
and things are always improving. With the annual
volleyball tournament and an exciting pledge
program, we hope to build a larger house that will
continue our tradition of excellence on Eastern's
campus.

CHAPTER REPOI!fSJ
IK's (}ive rrlian~ rrlirougli "Weetof (]iving"
Nicole Couri, Sigma Kappa Chapter Presitlent

Sigma Kappa Sorority is proud to say that our
appreciation and respect for the faculty and staff here
continuous community service is something that we
at Eastern. Violets were delivered to faculty and staff
are very proud of. We continually give to the campus
who we greatly appreciate. On Thursday, November
and community all year long, however, during one
6, we held our Faculty Appreciation Dinner.
special week we make continuous contributions to
Members of the chapter wrote a letter nominating
many.
faculty and staff who have made a difference in their
During the ftrst week of November, Sigma Kappa
lives. Those members were invited to a lasagna
held it's annual "Week of Giving," The week began
dinner at our chapter house where they were
with over 600 donation items such as coloring books,
presented with a certificate and much thanks for all
crayons, toys, books, food or
they do. We also donated plants
anything else that would make a
to local parks, nursing homes
IK 1997 WEEK OF GIVING
child's day at Christmas. These
and businesses in honor of our
items are sent to help the Maine 600 Items to Maine Sea Coast Mission
philanthropy, "Inherit the Earth."
Sea Coast Mission, one of our
Also for "Inherit the Earth," we
Sig Kap Sucker Dash
national
philanthropies.
adopted
two acres of rainforest
Grateful Sigma's Day
Sunbeam has its "Santa Claus
in the Talamanca-Carribean
Faculty Appreciation Dinner
Cruise" where children receive
Biological Corridor in Costa
Inherit the Earth Donation
their gifts. During the week, we
In addition, we also
Rica.
Rainforest Adoption
held many fun events, one
sponsor a Siberian tiger, which
Siberian Tiger Sponsorship
being our annual "Sig Kap
inhabits the Russian Far East.
Sucker Dash." Members of the
On Sunday, November 9, we
chapter split up into teams and head out into the town
ended our week of giving with a Founder's Day
looking for donations to help "lick Alzheimer's
Celebration, where we held a presentation honoring
Disease." We showed our appreciation for members
our ftve founders. Awards were given out to various
of the community which helped us out by wearing our
members of the chapter who continually make
letters all day and delivering "Sigma Sweets" to the
contributions to the chapter. We are very proud of
local ftre department, police station, sponsoring
this week and feel it shows just what a sorority is
businesses, fraternities and sororities. We also had a
founded on, and what Sigma Kappa is all about.
"Grateful Sigma's Day" where we showed our

fi6MII

ru1 fo~U~E~

ON fEiliii~E

Jason Beedie, Sigma Chi Chapter Editor

The men of Sigma Chi are ready for another excellent
year. After winning intramural sports last year, our
house has intensified to try and keep our strong
tradition alive. A tradition that has made our house
number one, ten out of the last fourteen years.
Recently,
we participated
in our
annual
philanthropy event, Derby Days. With the help of the
sororities and Charleston community, we raised a
substantial amount of money for the Children's
Miracle Network. We hope that a good time was had
by all.
With our brotherhood at its strongest, we feel the
next step is to get more involved with the community.

One of the events we are participating in is the Big
Brother/Sister program. This program helps children
in the community by giving them a community they
might not have. Further, we are attempting to help
the community through the Adopt-A-Highway
program.
With this program, members of the
fraternity go out to an area and clean it up making the
environment a clean and safe place to live.
Finally, our fall rush was a great success. We have
twenty-ftve new pledges and are expecting many
great things from these individuals. We are looking
forward to a great year and want to wish all
fraternities and sororities the same!

lvrCH;"'ER REPORTS
ALT Says Good-Bye to Advisor
Jen Polkow, Alpha Sigma Tau

extremely dedicated woman whom we all admire
The members of Alpha Sigma Tau were very sad
very much.
when we learned we will have to say good-bye to our
We weren't the only ones who
awesome advisor, Julie Montgomery.
realized how great Julie was. She was
Julie will be moving with her husband
honored
by the Greek community
to Cincinnati, Ohio.
Whether it was staying
with the Greek Advisor of the Year
Julie was always willing to help us
Award. I can't think of a, person more
with any activity.
She devoted long hours on Sunday
deserving of this honor than Julie.
timeless hours to helping our chapter in nights to be with us for
We truly appreciate all the things
any way she could find possible. Julie meetings, Julie was
Julie has done for us in the past three
always encouraged us to focus on our
always there for us.
years, and we thank her with all our
academics no matter how busy we
hearts for being such a great advisor,
were. Whether it was staying long
role model and friend to all of us. We
hours on Sunday nights to be with us
will miss her so very much!
for meetings, Julie was always there for us. She is an

PHI-ISlA

THE LADIES OF

A
<I>
WOULD LIKE TO

THANK THE
FRATERNITIES
WHO
PARTICIPATED
IN OUR
PHI•ESTA BOWL.

WE HAD APHI•NOMINAL TIME!

CHAPTER REPo:sJ
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Katie Lotz, Alpha Phi

Natural Ties is one of the many programs in which
Alpha Phi is involved. It gives our chapter the
opportunity to get out in the community and help
people with disabilities and try to make a difference
in their lives. The program is put together so
different organizations can adopt a certain individual
and spend time with them doing different activities.
Heather Myers has done a really great job organizing
this activity. She is in charge of setting up the
activities and encourages people to get involved with
the program.
Pam Lewsader is currently the Natural Tie of Alpha
Phi. She resided in a CILA home at Oxford Court, is

30 years old, and lives with two other individuals.
Although she is moderately mentally retarded, she is
still very independent and enjoys doing many things,.
Through Natural Ties, Pam is able to go out for
dinner, see movies and also attend various Greek
activities with us. This gives her the opportunity to
stay active, and she really enjoys spending time with
the ladies of Alpha Phi.
The student interaction has really had a positive
impact in both Pam's life, as well as Alpha Phi, and
we are looking into expanding by getting another
Natural Tie.

Pikes Continue Service Initiative
Pi Kappa Alpha

Trying to follow up on wmrung the Community
Service Award last year, Pi Kappa Alpha has been
involved in many community service events. One
such event includes a weekly church program where
members teach games to children, cook and wash
dishes for the elderly. Another example is the Pikes
spent one Saturday afternoon with Mayor Cougill to
help clean up the town square. Most recently,
members of Pi Kappa Alpha volunteered to help the

Charleston Police officers work security for the
Homecoming parade. Recently, Pi Kappa Alpha is
planning our annual Christmas· party with Sigma
Sigma Sigma for underprivileged children to
conclude the semester. To start off the spring
semester, Pikes will be having a basketball
tournament for all ages, with proceeds going to
charity.

David Null, Delta Chi

The Delta Chi Fraternity will be hosting the Miss
Eastern Illinois Pageant once again this year on March
7, 1998. The event will take place at the Dvorak
Concert Hall in the Fine Arts Building. Last year's
event took place at the Elk's Lodge, and featured five
contestants. Last year's winner was Charlotte Martin,
who went on to finish second runner-up in the Miss
Illinois contest. Jeff Cozzo, executive director for the
pageant, said "We expect a lot more Eastern
contestants. We are looking to give away more than
$1 ,000 in scholarships."
Cozzo said that they are getting more support from
the university and student organizations after the great

success of last year's event. The State of Illinois and
Miss American Organization are also giving Delta
Chi a lot of support to help prepare for the pageant.
Cozzo also said Delta Chi will be going to local
businesses again to get revenue for advertisements.
For more information on the 1998 pageant, call
JeffCozzo at 581-6702.
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A \f Sigmas Visit Ball State Sisters
Jessica PaJlan, Sigma Sigma Sigma

Four car loads of Sigmas, at five o'clock in the
morning, caravaned our way across the state to meet our
destination, Muncie, Indiana Four long hours of
driving, sleeping, singing, and bonding soon paid off.
We finally reached the campus of Ball State University,
which resides in Muncie. A gorgeous town was staring
us in the _face. The buildings, the houses, and the
scenery made this college town a home. This beautiful
campus is home to more than ten sororities and 12
fraternities.
Our mission, because we chose to accept it, was to
help out the Beta Gamma chapter of Sigma Sigma
Sigma with a successful rush. They needed to rebuild
their sisterhood to save their chapter. Alpha Psi was
chosen from many other chapters across illinois,
including our Northern and Western's chapters!
According to our national office, we were the best of the
best in the region.
Meeting fellow sisters from another university was
quite exciting. We got to see their "suite," which was
like a chapter room. The sororities do not have actual
houses, but they have huge suites which are located on

different floors of the residence halls. Each house has
their own floor and looking up to the windows you can
see the hoUse letters and symbols lit up in neon signs.
We also got to meet some of our national officers who
were alumnae from Ball State.
So, after a long and tiring rush here at Eastern, a week
and a half later we participated in yet another formal
rush! It wasn't quite as formal as Eastern's rush. They
do not get dressed up in silly outfits to impress the
rushees. They don't have themes for the different
parties. They simply dress up in their letters and
impress rushees with themselves. And yes, their rush
days are just as long as ours is. They had many
differences, but also had many similarities.
We only had to stay for a day to help out with the first
round parties. We went out to eat with the chapter and
bonded quite a bit. We taught each other different
chapter facts, and shared with each other our different
rush songs. It was strange and interesting to see how
another Tri-Sigma chapter looked and acted. We were
definitely different, but we all had a bond ofTri-Sigma

ttl tltt ttltttll Btttltttllttt
10. Aunt Edna and Uncle Bubba's house

5. Honolulu, Hawaii

9. Mattoon, lllinois

4. Gatlinburg, Tennessee

8. Carquest Bowl football game

3. Disney World

7. Local community college for an interim class

2. Cancun, Mexico

6. South Padre Island, Texas

l. Home with your family

l
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Sigma Duo Wins Homecoming!

Eastern's homecoming celebration, "A Tail of Many
Cities," was one of the most celebrated in school
history. For the first time ever, three separate divisions
were created to increase participation (Greek, RSO and
Residence Hall).
The overall spirit winner in the Greek division was the
team comprised of Delta Sigma Phi and Sigma Sigma
Sigma These two chapters pulled through the adversity

LLL - AL<I>

of having their float destroyed two days before th~
parade to win the overall championship!
Greek winners in individual events included: Fun
Games, Alpha Phi/Sigma Pi; Parade, Alpha Phi/Sigma
Pi; Window Painting, Alpha Sigma Tau/Sigma Phi
Epsilon; Yell Like Hell, Alpha Phi/Sigma Pi.

Leadership!
~tubtnt ~obtrnmtnt

1Ltb Tli!'

~rttkfi

Were you aware that Eastern' s most visible student
organization, Student Government, is led by
members of the Greek community? Here is just a
brief look at some of Eastern' s fmest...
Kim Harris - ALA
Student Body President
Jason Amato- E<l>E
Vice President for Student Affairs
Sarah Bordenkircher - AZ
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Steve Zielinski - AXA
Vice President of Financial Affairs
Doug Stepansky - AX
1998 Speaker of the Senate
Erin Weed- A <I>
199 7 Speaker of the Senate

A-Phi &Alumni
Enjoy Homecoming
Kelly Pilachowski, Alpha Phi

Eastern's Homecoming weekend was held from
October 24-26 and drew a large alumnae crowd from
many different cities. It was no wonder, then why the
theme for this year's events was entitled, "A Tail of
Many Cities." The week started off with a whole host
of activities aimed at generating school spirit. Among
these was the "Yell like Hell" competition, "Fun
Games," and the Homecoming parade that took place
on the day of the football game against Austin Peay.
This year, Alpha Phi's Homecoming Co-Chairs were
Carrie Anastos and Christi Lagoni. Together, the two
seniors worked to generate the enthusiasm of the
women in the house and to relay any pertinent
information about all homecoming activities. Alpha
Phi was also well-represented by queen candidate Erin .
Weed and freshman attendant Angie Willis. The ladies
of Alpha Phi really enjoyed the week and finished off in
a rewarding second place.

~,yso:ORITY RUSH
Sorority Rush
Largest in History

Alpha Phi Remains
Largest With Strong Rush

Fall 1997 Sorority Rush proved to be one of the
most successful in Eastern's history. This year's
rush which was coordinated by Laura Moore,
Panhellenic First Vice-President - Rush. With Jen
Polkow (First Vice-President Rush-Elect) and a crew
of thirty-eight rho chi's, this year's rush was weB-

This year's Rush proved to be a great success under
the leadership of Rush Director Michelle Shahin.
Thanks to Shahin and new Rush Advisor, Brandi
Gage (Delta Xi-Nebraska), Alpha Phi maintained its
status as the largest sorority on Eastern's campus with
152 members. The success of this year's Rush can
partly be · attributed to the change in one of the
parties, from the traditional Disney Party to "Alpha
Phi Perk." The idea for the coffee-shop theme came
from NBC's popu1ar sitcom, "Friends."
Working alongside Shahin were Lisa Bedo and
Kristen Bass who worked all summer to make sure
that everything wou1d go smoothly during Rush.
Thanks to these ladies and the enthusiasm of Alpha
Phi's members, the chapter acquired 55 new
members.

run.

This year's quota was set at 58 women, the largest
in Eastern's history. Many factors can be attributed
to the increased quota and overall success of this
year's rush. One of these factors is the involvement
of all three councils (PHC, IFC, BGC) in rush
events, particularly Greek Forum, It's Greek To Me
and the Back to the Tropics dance.
Gone are the days of Scantron cards for chapters!
This year's sorority rush also saw a minor change,
which proved to be a major welcomed sight for
chapter rush chairs and advisors. For the first time in
Eastern's history, chapters used computer disks to
record their preferences instead of the old Scantron
cards. Quite a few hours ·were cut out of the invite
process, as chapters simply invited and withdrew
rushees by the touch of a finger.
Not participating in this year's formal rush was
Kappa Delta. That didn't stop them, though. Over
the next two months, Eastern's newest sorority
organized recruitment activities which proved to be
successful, with 120 women pledging. Kappa Delta
is already excited to participate in next year's rush.
Overall, sorority rush was outstanding from all
aspects. According to Moore, "Sorority Rush I 997
was truly a success, attributed to the phenomenal
teamwork put forth by the chapter rush chairs,
Panhellenic executive board; rho chi's, advisors and
sorority chapter members. It was these women
whose hard work and dedication made this year's
rush an eniovable exoerience for all."

PLAN AHEAP!

Fall 19 98 Sorority
Rush Pates Announced

Membership Quota
1990- 1997

Open House
August 23
August 28-29
First Round
Second Round August 30
Preference Parties 8/31

FINAL NO!EStt~
1998 Greek Week Committee Announced
Michelle Shahin and Bill Buckley, Greek Week
Overalls, are proud to announce the 1998 Greek
Week Steering Committee.
Members of the
committee include: Matt Hart and Kelly Wieczorek
Steve
Erml
(Auditor);
Janel
(Airband);
Kupferschmid and Mike Butterbach (Awards);
Jessica Baker, Neal Perry, Krissie Kindel and Owen
Burritt (Booklet); Sarah Weber and Brian Oakes
(Collegiate Bowl); Jason Uhlmann, Jeff Miley and
Tiffany Cheatham (Community Service);
Heather
Novak and Mike Wallin (Compliance Directors);
Darcie Smith and Jeremy Otahal (Elections); Barbi
Smyser, Jen Polkow and Ben Valadez (Greek Sing);

Tara Frump, Courtney Bock, Amelia Nelson, Mark .
Johnson (Money Making); Nicole Neuman, Aimee
Soucek and Chris Lauret (Philanthropy); Julie Riley,
Carrie LaBarge and Ashley Hudson (Public
Relations);
Ryan Shone, Kevin McQuaid, Ashley
Raduege and Starrin Kinser (Rules and Garnes);
Molly Monge and Brad Carter (Secretaries);
Casey
Courtney Stone and Erin Weed (Spirit);
Miller and Stacey Larson (Unity).
The committee is off to a great start already and is
looking forward to the best Greek Week in Eastern's
history!

GR££1< W££1< '98

Get excite~!

Congratulations to the 19 97 Order of Otttega Initiates!
Mark Ahern
Gary Ballinger
Kristin Glover
Brad Hettich
Carrie LaBarge
Heather Novak
Josh Reitz
Jeanne Schuld
Barbi Smyser
Quincy Souza
Doug Stepansky
Kelly Wieczorek

John Moberly
Sarah Bordenkircher
Ryan Anderson
Andrea Smail
Allison Leary

Carmen Jansen
Keith Anderson
Jennifer Polkow
Kathy Kooy
Amelia Nelson

ALPHA THETA CHAPTER
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